• 08-10-' 05 24:20 FROM- 412-741-9292 T-535 P008/018 F-507 

Atty. Docket No. JP920000104US1 

(590.056) 

Amendments to the Claims ; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1. (Currently Amended) A voice synthesis system established between a 
customer and a service provider who maintains voice characteristic data for multiple 
speakers, via a network comprising: 

a terminal of the customer used by the customer to select a specific speaker from 
among a list of speakers who are available for the customer's selection, wherein the 
service provider furnishes the list of the speakers via the network , and said terminal used 
to designate text data for which voice synthesis is to be performed; and 

a server of the service provider which employs voice characteristic data for the 
specific speaker to perform voice synthesis using the text data that is specified by the 
customer at the terminal to generate voice synthesis data A 

whereby the service provider furnishes the customer, together with the list of the 
speakers, a list of devices into which voice synthesis data can be loaded: whereby the 
customer notifies the service provider, via the network, which device was selected from 
the list; and whereby the service provider generates vojee synthesis data based on the 
voice characteristic data of the speaker selected by the customer and loads the obtained 
voice synthesis data into the device selected by the customer . 
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2. (Cancelled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The voice synthesis system according to claim 3 claim 
I, wherein the server of the service provider assigns a transaction number to the 
customer; and wherein, when the transaction number is presented by the terminal of the 
customer, the server transmits the voice synthesis data to the terminal of the customer. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The voice synthesis method according to claim 4 
claim 8. whereby the service provider assesses a charge for voice synthesis data produced 
using the voice synthesis, and transmits the voice synthesis data to the customer upon 
receipt from the customer of payment for the charge. 

6. (Currently Amended) The voice synthesis method according to claim A 
claim 8 , whereby the service provider pays a fee that is consonant with the generation of 
the voice synthesis data to a person who owns all rights to the voice characteristic data 
that the service provider holds. 

7. (Cancelled) 

8. (Currently Amended) The voice s ynthe s is method according to claim 4 , A 
voice synthesis method employed via a network between a service provider, who 
maintains voice characteristic data for multiple speakers, and a customer, said method 
comprising the steps of: 
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the service provider famishing a list of the multiple speakers via the network to a 
remote user; 

the customer transmitting to the service provider, via the network, an identity of a 
speaker that has been selected from the list, and text data for which voice synthesis is to 
be performed: and 

the service provider employing the voice characteristic data for the speaker 
selected bv the customer to perform the voice synthesis using the text data, 

whereby the service provider furnishes the customer, together with the list of the 
speakers, a list of devices into which the voice synthesis data can be loaded; whereby the 
customer notifies the service provider, via the network, which device was selected from 
the list; and whereby the service provider generates voice synthesis data based on the 
voice characteristic data of the speaker selected by the customer and loads the obtained 
voice synthesis data into the device selected by the customer. 

9. (Currently Amended) A server, which performs voice synthesis in 
accordance with a request received from a customer connected across a network, 
comprising: 

a voice characteristic data storage unit which stores voice characteristic data 
obtained by analyzing voices of speakers; 

a request acceptance unit which accepts, via the network, a request from the 
customer that includes text data input by the customer and a speaker selected by the 
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customer from a list of multiple speakers provided by a service provider via a network : 
and 

a voice synthesis data generator which t in accordance with the request received 
from the customer by the request acceptance unit, performs voice synthesis of the text 
data based on the voice characteristic data of the selected speaker that are stored in the 
voice characteristic data storage unit a 

whereby the service provider furnishes the customer, together with the list of the 
speakers, a list of devices into which voice synthesis data can be loaded; whereby the 
customer notifies the service provider, via the network, which device was selected from 
the list; and whereby the service provider generates voice synthesis data based on the 
voice characteristic data of the speaker selected by the customer and loads the obtained 
voice synthesis data into the device selected by the customer * 

10. (Original) The server according to claim 9» wherein the voice characteristic 
data storage unit stores for each speaker, as the voice characteristic data, voice quality 
data and prosody data. 

1 1 . (Original) The server according to claim 9, further comprising a price setting 
unit which sets a price for the voice synthesis data based on the request issued by the 
customer. 

12. (Currently Amended) A storage device, on which a computer readable 
program is stored, that permits the computer to perform: 
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a process for accepting a request from a remote user to generate voice synthesis 
data for a speaker selected by the remote user from a list of multiple speakers provided by 
a service provider via a network, wherein the remote user transmitt ing to the service 
provider, via the network, an identity of a speaker that has been selected from the list, and 
text data for which voice synthesis is to be performed, and wherein the service provider 
employing the voice characteristic data for the speaker selected bv the remote user to 
perform the voice synthesis using the text data : 

a process for, in accordance with the request, generating and outputting a 
transaction number; and 

a process for, upon the receipt of the transaction number, outputting voice 
synthesis data that are consonant with the reques t, whereby the service provider furnishes 
the remote user, together with the list of the speakers, a list of devices into which the 
voice synthesis data can be loaded: whereby the remote user notifies the service provider, 
via the network, which device was selected from the list: and whereby the service 
provider generates voice synthesis data based on the voice characteristic data of the 
speaker selected bv the remote user and loads the obtained voice synthesis data into the 
device selected by the remote user , 

13. (Original) The program storage device according to claim 12, wherein the 
program permits the computer to further perform a process which attaches, to the voice 
synthesis data, verification data for verifying the contents of the voice synthesis data. 

14. (Currently Amended) A storage medium, on which a computer readable 
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program is stored, that permits the computer to perform: 

a process, for accepting, for voice synthesis, a request from a remote user that 
includes text data and a speaker selected by the remote user^-an d, from a list of multiple 
speakers provided by a service provider via a network, wherein the remote user 
transmitting to the service provider, via the network, an identity of a speaker that has been 
selected from the list, and text data for which voice synthesis is to be performed, and 
wherein the service provider employing the voice characteristic data for the speaker 
selected bv the remote user to perform the voice synthesis using the text data; and 

a process for, in accordance with the request, employing voice characteristic data 
corresponding to the designated speaker to perform the voice synthesis for the text data* 

whereby the service provider furnishes the remote user, together with the list of 
the speakers, a list of devices into which voice synthesis data can be loaded: whereby the 
remote user notifies the service provider, via the network, which device was Selected 
from the list: and whereby the service provider generates voice synthesis data based on 
the voice characteristic data of the speaker selected by the remote user and loads the 
obtained voice synthesis data into the device selected by the remote user . 

15. (Currently Amended) A program transmission apparatus comprising: 

a storage device which stores a program permitting a computer to perform; 

a first processor which outputs, to a customer, a list of multiple sets of voice 
characteristic data stored in the computer; 
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a second processor which outputs, to the customer, voice synthesis data that are 
obtained by employing voice characteristic data selected from the list by the customer to 
perform voice synthesis using text data entered by the customer; and 

a transmitter which reads the program from the storage device and transmits the 
program* 

whereby a service provider furnishes the customer, together with a list of multiple 
speakers from which one speaker can be selected bv the customer, a list of devices into 
which the voice synthesis data can be loaded; whereby the customer notifies the Service 
provider, via a network, which device was selected from the list: and whereby the service 
provider generates voice Synthesis data based On the voice characteristic data of the 
speaker selected bv the customer and loads the obtained voice synthesis data into the 
device selected bv the customer . 

16. (Currently Amended) A voice synthesis data storage medium, on which, 
when a customer connected via a network to a service provider submits a selected speaker 
chosen from a list of multiple speakers provided to the customer bv the service provider 
via the network , and text data to the service provider, and when the service provider 
generates voice synthesis data in accordance with the selected speaker and the text data 
submitted by the customer, the voice synthesis data are stored* 

whereby the service provider furnishes the customer, together with the list of the 
speakers, a list of devices into which the voice synthesis data can be loaded; whereby the 
customer notifies the service prov ider, via the network, which device was selected from 
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the list: and whereby the service provider generates voice synthesis data based on the 
voice characteristic data of the speaker selected bv the customer and loads the obtained 
voice synthesis data into the device selected by the customer . 

17. (Currently Amended) A voice output device comprising: 

a storage unit, which stores voice synthesis data that are generated by a service 
provider, who retains in storage voice data for multiple speakers, based on a speaker and 
text data that are submitted via a network to the service provider; and 

a voice output unit which outputs a voice based on the voice synthesis data stored 
in the storage unit A 

whereby the service provider furnishes a customer, together with a list of multiple 
speakers from which one speaker can be selected by the customer, a list of devices into 
which the voice synthesis data can be loaded: whereby the customer notifies the service 
provider, via the network, which device was selected from the list: and whereby the 
service provider generates voice synthesis data based on the voice characteristic data of 
the speaker selected bv the customer and loads the obtained voice synthesis data into the 
device selected bv the customer . 

18. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by machine, 
tangibly embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform 
method steps for voice synthesis, said method comprising the steps of: 

the service provider furnishing a list of the multiple speakers via the network to a 
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remote user; 

the g customer transmitting to the service provider* via the network, an identity of 
a speaker that has been selected from the list, and text data for which voice synthesis is to 
be performed; and 

the service provider employing the voice characteristic data for the speaker 
selected by the customer to perform the voice synthesis using the text dat a, whereby the 
service provider furnishes the customer, together with the list of the speakers, a list of 
devices into which voice synthesis data can be loaded; whereby the customer notifies the 
service provider, via the network, which device was selected from the list: and whereby 
the service provider generates voice synthesis data based on the voice characteristic data 
of the speaker selected by the customer and loads the obtained voice synthesis data into 
the device selected bv the customer . 
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